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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The supplemental amendment filed on March 14, 2003 is accepted and entered. 

Examiner's statement for reason for allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement for allowance: 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-22 and 32-34 have been allowed. 
As per claim 1: 

The prior art, Ulrich et al. (U.S. PN: 6,052,735) of record in figure 5 disclose or teach a 
mobile device (3) and desktop computer (4) used in synchronizing objects stored in object store 
(6) on mobile device and object store (8) on desktop computer and further the mobile device 
includes synchronization interface component (100), synchronization manager (102), remote 
application programming interface server (116), and electronic mail messaging transports (132, 
134 and 136) and the desktop computer includes, synchronization interface component (108), 
synchronization manager (110) (see figure 5 and col. 8, lines 15-34). Utich et al. teach that the 
desktop computer and the mobile device contain personal information management systems, 
such as objects maintained by applications synchronized between the desktop computer and the 
mobile device (see col. 2, lines 60-65 and abstract). Further, Alam et al. (U.S. PN: 6,324,544) in 
figure 1 disclose a system comprising a mobile device (12) and desktop computer (14) including 
a synchronization manager on a mobile device interacts with synchronization providers (144 and 
146) to determine whether any objects on object stores have been added, deleted, or changed 
since the last synchronization process (see col. 12, lines 48-67). However, the prior arts taken 
singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious a method for 
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deleting an object from a store of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of one or 
more corresponding objects from one or more stores of the one or more synchronization partners 
when synchronizing the device with the one or more synchronization partners, the method 
comprising: at a first act, while synchronizing the device with a first synchronization partner, 
using a filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and thereby 
targeting that object for deletion at the device; as a next act, requesting that the targeted object be 
deleted from the device; thereafter, in response to the requested deletion of the targeted object, 
an act of determining whether other synchronization partners are synchronizing the targeted 
object; and as further acts, if it is determined that either the targeted object is not being 
synchronized with the any of the other synchronization partners, or that none of the other 
synchronization partners object to the requested deletion, then proceeding with deletion of the 
targeted object from the device, but otherwise, not deleting the targeted object from the device 
even though it is no longer synchronized with the first synchronization partner, thereby 
preventing any inadvertent deletion from other synchronization partners. Consequently, claim 1 
is allowed over the prior art. 

Claims 2, 4-6, 8 and 9 which are directly or indirectly dependent/s of claim 1 are also 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

As per claim 10: 

The prior art, Ulrich et al. (U.S. PN: 6,052,735) of record in figure 5 disclose or teach a 
mobile device (3) and desktop computer (4) used in synchronizing objects stored in object store 
(6) on mobile device and object store (8) on desktop computer and further the mobile device 
includes synchronization interface component (100), synchronization manager (102), remote 
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application programming interface server (116), and electronic mail messaging transports (132, 
134 and 136) and the desktop computer includes, synchronization interface component (108), 
synchronization manager (110) (see figure 5 and col. 8, lines 15-34). Uhich et al teach that the 
desktop computer and the mobile device contain personal information management systems, 
such as objects maintained by applications synchronized between the desktop computer and the 
mobile device (see col 2, lines 60-65 and abstract). Further, Alam et al. (U.S. PN: 6,324,544) in 
figure 1 disclose a system comprising a mobile device (12) and desktop computer (14) including 
a synchronization manager on a mobile device interacts with synchronization providers (144 and 
146) to determine whether any objects on object stores have been added, deleted, or changed 
since the last synchronization process (see col. 12, lines 48-67). However, the prior arts taken 
singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious a method for 
deleting an object from the store of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of more 
corresponding objects from the one or more stores of the one or more synchronization partners 
when the device the one or more synchronization partners, the method comprising the following 
acts: while synchronizing the device store with. A first synchronization partner, using a filter that 
excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and thereby targeting that object 
for deletion at the device store; sending a sofa delete request for the targeted object from a first 
sync module at the device to a sync manager of the device, wherein the first device sync module 
is associated with the first synchronization partner; thereafter, in response to the soft delete 
request for the targeted object, the sync manager determining whether ally other synchronization 
partner is synchronizing the targeted object; and deleting the targeted object from the device 



Application/Control Number: 09/775,953 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2133 

store only if no other synchronization partner is synchronizing the object. Consequently, claim 
10 is allowed over the prior art. 

Claims 11-17, which are directly or indirectly dependent/s of claim 10 are also allowable 
over the prior art of record. 

As per claim 18: 

The prior art, Ulrich et al. (U.S. PN: 6,052,735) of record in figure 5 disclose or teach a 
mobile device (3) and desktop computer (4) used in synchronizing objects stored in object store 
(6) on mobile device and object store (8) on desktop computer and further the mobile device 
includes synchronization interface component (100), synchronization manager (102), remote 
application programming interface server (116), and electronic mail messaging transports (132, 
134 and 136) and the desktop computer includes, synchronization interface component (108), 
synchronization manager (110) (see figure 5 and col. 8, lines 15-34). Ulrich et al. teach that the 
desktop computer and the mobile device contain personal information management systems, 
such as objects maintained by applications synchronized between the desktop computer and the 
mobile device (see col. 2, lines 60-65 and abstract). Further, Alam et al. (U.S. PN: 6,324,544) in 
figure 1 disclose a system comprising a mobile device (12) and desktop computer (14) including 
a synchronization manager on a mobile device interacts with synchronization providers (144 and 
146) to determine whether any objects on object stores have been added, deleted, or changed 
since the last synchronization process (see col. 12, lines 48-67). However, the prior arts taken 
singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious a method for 
automatically deleting a data object from the store of the: device without causing an inadvertent 
deletion of one or more corresponding data objects from the one or more stores of one or more 
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synchronization partners during, a subsequent synchronization the method comprising steps for: 
as a result of synchronizing the device store with a store of a first synchronization partner, 
generating a soft delete request for a targeted data object at the device store; querying all other 
synchronization partners of the device to determine if the targeted data object is synchronized by 
any of the other synchronization partners; granting the soft delete request only if no other 
synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted data object, and no other synchronization 
partner denies permission for the soft delete request, and otherwise, denying the soft delete 
request. Consequently, claim 18 is allowed over the prior art. 

Claims 19-22, which are directly or indirectly dependent/s of claim 18 are also allowable 
over the prior art of record. 

As per claim 32: 

The prior art, Ubich et al. (U.S. PN: 6,052,735) of record in figure 5 disclose or teach a 
mobile device (3) and desktop computer (4) used in synchronizing objects stored in object store 
(6) on mobile device and object store (8) on desktop computer and fixrther the mobile device 
includes synchronization interface component (100), synchronization manager (102), remote 
application programming interface server (116), and electronic mail messaging transports (132, 
134 and 136) and the desktop computer includes, synchronization interface component (108), 
synchronization manager (110) (see figure 5 and col. 8, lines 15-34). Ulrich et al. teach that the 
desktop computer and the mobile device contain personal information management systems, 
such as objects maintained by applications synchronized between the desktop computer and the 
mobile device (see col. 2, lines 60-65 and abstract). Further, Alam et al. (U.S. PN: 6,324,544) in 
figure 1 disclose a system comprising a mobile device (12) and desktop computer (14) including 
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a synchronization manager on a mobile device interacts with synchronization providers (144 and 
146) to determine whether any objects on object stores have been added, deleted, or changed 
since the last synchronization process (see col 12, lines 48-67). However, the prior art taken 
singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious in a system 
including a device that synchronizes with one or more synchronization partners, a computer 
program product comprised of a computer-readable medium, for storing computer-executable 
instructions for implementing a method for deleting the-in object from a store of the device 
without causing an inadvertent deletion of one or more corresponding objects from one or more 
stores of the one or more synchronization partners when synchronizing the device with the one 
or more synchronization partners, and wherein the method is comprised of as a first act, while 
synchronizing the device with a first synchronization partner, using a filter that excludes an 
abject so that it is not synchronized at the device, and thereby targeting that object for deletion at 
the device; as a next act, requesting that the targeted abject be deleted from the device; thereafter, 
in response to the requested deletion or the targeted object, an act of determining whether other 
synchronization partners are synchronizing the targeted object; and as fiirther acts, if it is 
determined that either the targeted object is not being synchronized with the any of the other 
synchronization partners, or that none of the other synchronization partners object to the 
requested deletion then proceeding with deletion of the targeted object from the device, but 
otherwise, not deleting the targeted object from the device even though it is no longer 
synchronized with the fast synchronization partner, thereby preventing any inadvertent deletion 
from other synchronization partners. Consequently, claim 32 is allowed over the prior art. 
As per claim 33: 
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The prior art, Ulrich et al. (U.S. PN: 6,052,735) of record in figure 5 disclose or teach a 
mobile device (3) and desktop computer (4) used in synchronizing objects stored in object store 
(6) on mobile device and object store (8) on desktop computer and further the mobile device 
includes synchronization interface component (100), synchronization manager (102), remote 
apphcation programming interface server (116), and electronic mail messaging transports (132, 
134 and 136) and the desktop computer includes, synchronization interface component (108), 
synchronization manager (1 10) (see figure 5 and col. 8, lines 15-34). Ulrich et al. teach that the 
desktop computer and the mobile device contain personal information management systems, 
such as objects maintained by appUcations synchronized between the desktop computer and the 
mobile device (see col. 2, lines 60-65 and abstract). Further, Alam et al. (U.S. PN: 6,324,544) in 
figure 1 disclose a system comprising a mobile device (12) and desktop computer (14) including 
a synchronization manager on a mobile device interacts with synchronization providers (144 and 
146) to determine whether any objects on object stores have been added, deleted, or changed 
since the last synchronization process (see col. 12, lines 48-67). However, the prior art taken 
singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious a system 
including a device having a store, wherein the store is synchronized with one or more stores of 
one or more synchronization partners, with the one or; a computer program product comprised of 
a computer-readable medium for storing computer-executable instructions for implementing a 
method for deleting an object fi"om the store of the device without causing ail inadvertent 
deletion of one or more corresponding objects from the one or more stores of the one or more 
synchronization partners when the devices with the one or more synchronization partners, and 
wherein the method is comprised of the following acts: while synchronizing the device store with 
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a first synchronization partner, using a filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized 
at the device, and thereby targeting that object for deletion at the device store; sending a soft 
delete request for the targeted object front a first sync module at the device to a sync manager of 
the device, wherein the first device sync module is associated with the first synchronization 
partner; thereafter, in response to the soft delete request for the targeted object, the sync manager 
determining whether any other synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted object; and 
deleting the targeted object From the device store only if no other synchronization partner is 
synchronizing the object. Consequently, claim 33 is allowed over the prior art. 
As per claim 34: 

The prior art, Ulrich et al. (U.S. PN: 6,052,735) of record in figure 5 disclose or teach a 
mobile device (3) and desktop computer (4) used in synchronizing objects stored in object store 
(6) on mobile device and object store (8) on desktop computer and fiirther the mobile device 
includes synchronization interface component (100), synchronization manager (102), remote 
application programming interface server (116), and electronic mail messaging transports (132, 
134 and 136) and the desktop computer includes, synchronization interface component (108), 
synchronization manager (110) (see figure 5 and col. 8, lines 15-34). Uhich et al. teach that the 
desktop computer and the mobile device contain personal information management systems, 
such as objects maintained by appUcations synchronized between the desktop computer and the 
mobile device (see col. 2, lines 60-65 and abstract). Further, Alam et al. (U.S. PN: 6,324,544) in 
figure 1 disclose a system comprising a mobile device (12) and desktop computer (14) including 
a synchronization manager on a mobile device interacts with synchronization providers (144 and 
146) to determine whether any objects on object stores have been added, deleted, or changed 
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since the last synchronization process (see col 12, lines 48-67). However, the prior art taken 
singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious a system 
including a device having a device store, wherein the device store is synchronized with one or 
more stores of one or more synchronization partners, a computer product comprising one or 
more computer-readable media having computer-executable instructions that implement a 
method automatically deleting a data object from the store of the device without causing an 
inadvertent deletion of one or more corresponding data objects from the one or more stores of 
one or more synchronization partners during a subsequent synchronization, the method 
comprising steps for: as a result of synchronizing the device store with a store of a first 
synchronization partner, generating a soft delete request for a targeted data object at the device 
store; querying all other synchronization partners of the device to determine if the targeted data 
object is synchronized by any of the other synchronization partners; granting the soft delete 
request only if no other synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted data object, and, no 
other synchronization partner denies permission for the soft delete request, and otherwise, 
denying the soft delete request. Consequently, claim 34 is allowed over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Esaw Abraham whose telephone number is (571) 272-3812. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are successful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Albert DeCady can be reached on (571) 272-3819. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular communications 
and (703) 746-7238 for after final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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